
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish
Worship & Sacraments Commission

Minutes of Meeting April 27, 2021

Members Present: Rick Volk (Chair), Yuki Lauber, Michael Truax, Helen Romes, Tim Wiedenmann, Karen Borgemenke, 
Paula Fogt

Members Absent: Mary Blake,	Sarah Lewis, Lisa Brown

Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.)

Others Present: Ron Miller, Director of Music Ministry

I. Gather: 7:05 PM
A. Opening Prayer – Karen Borgemenke
B. Ice Breaker: What was the high point of your week?

i. Members shared their high points of the week.

II. Business
A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from March 23, 2021

i. Minutes approved with no changes.
ii. Public minutes approved with no changes.

B. Pastoral Council Update – Yuki
i. Please see Yuki’s report.
ii. Jo Zink attended the PC meeting asking for support for the parish mission.
iii. St Patrick’s room dedication went well.
iv. About 200 people attended the St Joseph Mass on March 19th.
v. Together We Grow

1. Very close to being able to break ground.
2. Fr. Riehle spoke about the campaign at all Masses the weekend of April 24/25.

C. Discernment Update - Helen
i. Ten potential candidates were nominated.
ii. There are four who are not interested.
iii. Three who are interested.

1. Laurie Johansen
2. Nancy Feverston
3. Marlene Parmatary

iv. Jo Zink is discerning.
v. Waiting to hear back from two others.

D. Pastoral Associate Report - Mary Ella
i. Mary Ella handed out the Back to Public Masses Attendance Log from May 31, 2020 through April 

25, 2021.
ii. Mary Ella has submitted the Worship and Sacraments budget to the Finance Council for approval.
iii. Improvements are being made to the links on the Adoration website page.
iv. May crowning will be on May 8th after 8:30am Mass.
v. Volunteer appreciation for all parish volunteers. A free cup of coffee at a coffee shop. Location and 

dates TBD.
vi. New Altar Server and Lector training will be held in June.
vii. Lakmé Kodros is working with Bruce Kempner on the design of a new table to hold cremated 

remains and children for funerals.
viii. Gift bag for children’s baptisms being given out to families.

1. The book, First Catholic Words, a rosary, prayer cards, and a bottle of Holy water.
ix. Come & See: My First Church Tour.

1. My First Church Tour  book, invitation to a Come & See event, and a prayer card 
will be sent out to families with a five year old or younger child.

2. There will be four Come & See events hosted by Fr Riehle.
3. Dates will be May 5/26, 5/28, 5/29.

x. Renovation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph statue niches - Fr. Riehle
1. Fr. Riehle shared the preliminary drawing and design details.



2. Some parishioners donated money to St. Max to be used at Fr. Riehle’s discretion 
which will be used for the project.

3. Votive candles in front of each statue.
4. Two smaller statues will be attached to the walls on both sides of each niche.
5. A kneeling pad at each statue.
6. Litany for St. Joseph and Mary on inside walls of the niches.

xi. First communions beginning the weekend of May 1/2
i. The Precious Blood will be offered to each child using a separate cup for 

each child.
ii. Masses will be capped at eight families per Mass.

xii. Angel statues on each side of the tabernacle.
1. Children of Mary gave us the angel statues when they gave us the new tabernacle.
2. The statues were in need of repair and that work is now complete.  
3. The plan is to get more permanent bases for the statues rather than the current 

tables being used as bases.
4. Would like to get bases made to match the tabernacle stand.

E. Music Ministry – Ron submitted a written report to the WSC and offered some additional updates.
1. Much thought and discussion on a long term plan to fill Holly’s role.
2. In the short term Mary Ella and Ron will share the music responsibilities. 
3. Ron will be taking on the Cherub Choir.
4. Will reevaluate next year and determine the need for a third person.

i. There is a small pool of qualified people to fill Holly’s role.
b. Looking for a dedicated accompanist for the choir.
c. Adult and Children’s choirs will sing on Pentecost.

i. Socially distancing and masks.
d. Reboot of the choirs this summer.
e. There are16-18 active now in Children’s and Cherub Choirs.
f. Adult Choir has about half the number of people participating as compared to the 

pre-covid participation.
g. The people that are participating are doing a great job given the circumstances and 

masks.
III. Old Business

A. Basket for Festival – Lisa
i. Lisa not present so it will be discussed at the May meeting.
ii. Donations for the basket can be dropped off in the office.

B. Charter Approval
i. Mary Ella incorporated all the changes previously discussed.
ii. Final decision tabled until next meeting.

IV. New Business
A. Lent Evaluations

i. Tim reflected on the basket in the sanctuary with purple cloth coming out of the basket. He thought 
it fit very well with the reading of the Woman at the Well gospel passage.

ii. Rick thought everything came together well during Lent.
iii. The statues are covered the fifth Sunday of Lent and should be removed before or at the Easter 

Vigil.
iv. Ash Wednesday

1. Mary Ella commented on how awesome it was seeing the reverence of people 
coming forward to receive the sprinkling of ashes. Beauty and reverence by the 
parishioners.

2. Evening Mass was at capacity and it was difficult to find places for people to sit.
v. Paula thinks maybe WSC should do the evaluations more often during the liturgical seasons 

instead of waiting until the end of the seasons.
vi. Rick says the use of latin during Lent has “won him over” to its use in the liturgy.

1. The goal of using latin on Fridays at 8:30am Mass is to get latin to be second 
nature.

2. The use of latin during Lent shows a change in the liturgical season.
3. Fr. Riehle commented on the use of latin for chants actually makes the chants more 

simple. 
4. Helen was asked by some parishioners about why we use latin.



vii. Helen felt the large outdoor cross with the purple cloth made her start to reflect on her way into 
church.

viii.Cross will not stay up year round.
ix. Larry Witsken made the cross.

B. Triduum Evaluations
i. Rick thought the Veneration of the Cross was a little chaotic with people all around him and no set 

order on how people approached the cross.
ii. Archdiocese did not want people to touch the Cross.
iii. Fr. Riehle thought it was great how people Venerated the Cross. It looked like it did before. He did 

not want to tell people what to do. He thought it was beautiful and a nice moment.
iv. Ron was not sure about how long it was going to last. He thought it was beautiful the way it was 

done.
v. Fr. Riehle says the difficulty transferring the fire at the Easter Vigil bonfire was his fault. He did not 

understand beforehand the type of tapers that were to be used. 
vi. Yuki had difficulty on Holy Thursday feeling a part of the liturgy. She was part of the overflow in the 

conference room.
1. We have to follow the guidelines with the capacity restrictions. What could we do 

under the circumstances?
2. Problem with too many people showing up late to Mass and Mary Ella ends up 

running around the worship space trying to find places for people to sit, sometimes 
as late as the Psalm.

vii. Mike thinks the flow of Mass runs more smoothly with no baskets being passed for the collection. 
viii.Mary Ella does not want to put the worship aids back in the pews and prefers them being available 

as people enter church. So much less mess in the pews the way we are doing it now.
ix. Only one service on Good Friday. Helen left because conference room was packed.

1. Fr. Riehle made the decision for one service on Good Friday before COVID. The 
goal is to enter into the timing of the events of Holy Week. This makes the time 
more precious and sacrificial on our part.

2. The stations in the evening is a worthy way to pray.
3. Parishioners should cater their time to the liturgies during those three days and not 

the other way around.
4. The Missal recommends one liturgy.
5. The Triduum is celebrated as one big liturgy. How does a second Good Friday 

evening liturgy fit into that celebration?
x. Will have new more substantial candles for the Easter Vigil next year.
xi. The sprinkling rite is not being done every week because Fr. Riehle thought it got tired doing it 

every week. It will be done the first two weeks of Easter and then on Pentecost.

V. Formation: Dies Domini on Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy, “An Overview of Dies Domini: On Keeping the Lord’s Day 
Holy”, The Liturgy Documents Volume One, Fifth Edition pages 36-40)

A. How are we helping our parish to keep Sunday different from the rest of the week?
B. Celebration of the Sunday liturgy needs to be more than just showing up for Mass.
C. We are so busy. How do you slow it down to participate in the liturgy?
D. All time belongs to Christ. I lot of the modern perspective is that Christ’s time is one hour a week at 

church. 
E. Searching for ways to spend more time at church on Sunday morning.
F. Fr Riehle experimented with catechesis between Masses.
G. Sunday is all too often one more day to work, shop, and doing chores.
H. Part of being in the church is a communal experience by spending more time together.
I. Karen likes praying through the music and would like to sing more during Mass.
J. Mary Ella discussed the different parts of the Mass and the dialogical aspect to the different parts of the 

liturgy. Cantor and people, presider and people, back and forth in a “dialog”. 
i. There is so much more to the liturgy than singing every note. The full experience of the liturgy 

requires the different roles of the participants. The priest, choir, people, cantor etc.

VI. Closing Prayer – Karen Borgemenke 

VII. Meeting adjourned at 8:59PM

Respectfully Submitted, 



John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary)


